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Nations, but also to industry, 

to government and a variety 

of other interests, if and when 

a pipeline project goes 

ahead.ó said, Ruth Massie, 

Chairperson of the AHAPC. 

 

Call James Allen at 867-456-

8331 for copies. The final 

document is also available at 

www.ahapc.ca 

The Alaska Highway Abor-

iginal Pipeline Coalition (the 

òAHAPCó) has released the 

final results of the Guidelines 

Project designed to help 

Yukon First Nations meet the 

impacts and demands associ-

ated with the construction of 

the Alaska Highway Gas 

Pipeline.   

 

The project was born after 

consultation and community 

based workshops suggested 

First Nations needed some 

guidelines to help deal with 

the significant impacts that 

would result from a pipeline 

project.  

The key areas where First 

Nations identified a need to 

make informed decisions 

about a pipeline project 

include Establishing Respectful 

Relationships with Yukon First 

Nations, Developing 

Participation Agreements with 

Yukon First Nations, and 

Yukon First Nations 

Participation in the 

Environmental Assessment of 

the project.  

 ò I am extremely happy that 

this project is now complete 

and that the results will be 

useful not only to Yukon First 

GUIDELINES PROJECT COMPLETED 

OPEN SEASON FOR DENALI AND TRANSCANADA 

Both Denali and Trans-

Canada, proponents of a 

commercial gas pipeline 

through Alaska, Yukon and 

BC, have filed their ôopen 

seasonõ plans with the appro-

priate regulatory agencies on 

both sides of the border.  

Denali will commenced its 

open season on July 

6th, 2010. TransCanada com-

mended itõs open season April 

30, 2010. 

The open season will last a 

minimum of 90 days. An 

ôOpen Seasonõ is when a com-

pany that wants to build a 

pipeline lays out the details 

of its plans, such as how much 

it will charge to move the gas. 

In response, shippers make 

bids reserving space in the 

line by promising a long-term 

financial commitment to the 

project. More information 

regarding open season can 

be found on the following 

websites: 

www.denalipipeline.com 

www.transcanada.com 

 

From the Editor: 

Office moves, Staffing, 

Projects, Community 

Visits, Workshops, Con-

ferences and a myriad 

other tasks and obliga-

tions by a staff of 3 

and at times just 1. It 

all adds up to a long 

overdue newsletter. 

Weõve scaled back the 

design to afford better 

delivery times and cost 

savings using in-house 

resources. Our goal is 

to reach First Nations 

quickly with critical 

pipeline information to 

ensure their concerns 

are dealt with using 

informed decision-

making. 

GUIDELINES PROJECT 1 

PROJECT  FACTORS 2 

YOUTH OUTREACH 2 

THE REGULATORS 3 

WORKSHOPS 4 
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Ajanatth'a! 



2  

The proposed Alaska High-

way Gas Pipeline would 

transport natural gas from 

Alaskaõs North Slope south 

across Canada to the US mar-

kets in the lower 48. The pipe-

line would follow the Alaska 

Highway passing through 

Alaska, southwestern Yukon, 

northeastern British Columbia, 

through Alberta and into the 

existing United States pipeline 

network. 30 % of the pipeline 

would be laid in the Yukon 

and would cross over nine 

Yukon First Nations traditional 

territories. The proposed 

pipeline would be approxi-

mately 2700 kilometers long, 

consisting of 48 to 52 inch 

buried pipe.  The pipeline 

would transport the known 35 

trillion cubic feet of gas from 

the North Slope. The cost of 

the pipeline would be ap-

proximately $30 - $41 billion 

dollars with a target date of 

2018 to complete.  

ConocoPhillips, British Petro-

leum and Exxon Mobil are the 

three major oil companies that 

have leases to the natural gas 

on the North Slope. Trans-

Canada and Denali are the 

two pipeline companies that 

are competing to build the 

pipeline. Both companies have 

initiated open season calling 

for bids from gas producers to 

ship their gas to. Open season 

is a critical milestone on the 

pipeline project, it will deter-

mine if the construction of the 

pipeline is feasible or not. 

Outreach Coordinator and 

will be contacting all FN 

youth workers along the 

pipeline route. Our goal is to 

discover what young people 

concerns are regarding this 

potential mega-project. 

Thanks to funding from 

Denali, AHAPC has been 

able to hire a couple of sum-

mer students to help us reach 

out to Yukon First Nation 

youth this summer. Chantal 

Rondeau is our new Youth 

Watch for our AHAPC dis-

plays in your community and 

encourage your youth to par-

ticipate. Call Chantal at 867-

456-8332 for more informa-

tion. 

The Alaska Highway Gas Pipeline 

AHAPC Youth Outreach Project 

Factors that will Determine if  the Project will Proceed 

In the lower States and in 

Canada there have been 

large areas of shale gas 

developed, which are cheap 

and very close to market. 

New technology in extracting 

the gas from the shale has 

made it feasible to bring 

large quantities of gas to 

market. The abundance of 

gas will keep the price of 

natural gas at a low level for 

a longer period of time, 

jeopardizing the financial 

feasibility of the project. 

Government taxes, tariffs, 

royalties and regulations are 

factors that could delay the 

project process. Taxes, tar-

iffs, royalties and other fi-

nancial incentives have to be 

negotiated with US, Canada 

and First Nations govern-

ments.  

It will take a massive amount 

of steel pipe to construct the 

pipeline. The steel has to be 

available and at fair market 

value. There are only a 

handful of plants around the 

world that can manufacture 

the huge 48 ð 52 inch pipe. 

They have to available when 

the project is given the green 

light.  

There are several factors 

that will determine the feasi-

bility of the Alaska Highway 

Pipeline Project. The main 

factor is whether or not the 

Open Season is successful or 

not. The pipeline companies 

would have to get the Gas 

Producers to commit to ship-

ping their gas to market via 

the proposed pipeline. They 

would also need committed 

customers to buy the gas 

once it has reached its desti-

nation. The market price and 

the abundance of natural gas 

also plays an important role 

in financing the project.  

Ajanatth'a! 

THERE ARE ONLY A HANDFUL OF PLANTS AROUND THE WORLD THAT CAN 
MANUFACTURE THE HUGE 48 ð 52 INCH PIPE.  



3  

TransCanada and Denali 

Pipeline Companies will have 

to submit applications to the 

regulatory bodies in Canada 

and the US to obtain a certifi-

cate to build the Alaska High-

way Pipeline, if the open sea-

sons are successful. 

In Canada the regulatory 

body would be the National 

Energy Board (NEB). In April 

1978 the Northern Pipeline 

Act (NPA) was passed to 

regulate the Canadian portion 

of the Alaska Highway Gas 

Pipeline, which was to be built 

by Foothills. The Act created 

Northern Pipeline Agency to 

oversee the planning and con-

struction of the project by 

Foothills Pipeline. Trans-

Canada would still be obli-

gated to follow the regulatory 

requirements by the NPA for 

the Canadian portion of the 

pipeline. The Act was specific 

to the Foothills Alaska High-

way project,  therefore,  

Denali would be exempt from 

the NPA process. They would 

have to be regulated by a 

different process established 

by NEB.  If Denali won the 

right to build the pipeline then 

the NPA would cease to exist. 

(NOTE: For more detail see 

AHAPC Newsletter Fall 2008 

Regulatory Bodies in Canada and the United States 

AHAPC in Action 

Pearl Callaghan in September 
2008.  Pearl has since as-
sumed employee status effec-
tive April 1, 2009.  
Both the Researcher and Of-
fice Manager positions have 
been filled by James Allen 
and Phil Bastien respectively. 
James started in July 2009 
and Phil started January 
2010. 

 

I  ndustry - The APC meets 
on a regular basis with 

both TransCanada and Denali 
to provide updates and ex-
change information.   The APC 
has also received sponsorship 
from industry for workshops, 
meetings, research, office 
equipment and displays.  This 
has fostered a good working 
relationship with both compa-
nies. 

 

T raining - AHAPC contin-

ues itõs efforts to re-

search and provide valuable 

training information related to 

pipeline construction. United 

Association, Local 170 has 

been a valuable contact in 

terms of special programs and 

funding for those seeking a 

career in the Industry and 

while our relationship with the 

Yukon Mine Training Associa-

tion is in its initial stages, we 

look forward to possible fund-

ing opportunities for First Na-

tions through the YMTA.  

 

C ommunications - Weõve 
also been busy providing 

information at the CAFN Gen-
eral Assembly, the Kaska 
Tribal Council, the LFN Devel-
opment Corp Mining and 
Pipeline Forum and other First 

Nations upon request. 

 
For detailed information on 

our recent activities see our 

Final Report for 2009-10 to 

the Yukon Government on our 

website at www.ahapc.ca 

O ffice - Itõs been a busy 

time since our last news-

letter. The APC office was 

moved from 102 Gold Road 

to Suite 2, 4230-4th Avenue, 

Yukon Inn Plaza at the end of 

February 2009 making it eas-

ier for FN citizens and the 

public to drop into the office 

for information. 

The APC had two Board meet-

ings in 2009.  One was held 

on-the-land at Christmas Bay 

on July 30-31 with YG, Tran-

sCanada and Denali in atten-

dance. The other was held on 

November 25-26 in White-

horse where we changed our 

fiscal year-end to March 31st 

to coincide with funding con-

tributors.  

Two board meetings were 
also held in Whitehorse March 
22-23 and April 29, 2010. 
 

S taffing - The Operations 

Leader position was a 
contract position filled by 
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IT IS NOW MUCH 

EASIER FOR FIRST 

NATIONS PEOPLE 

AND THE PUBLIC 

TO DROP INTO 

THE OFFICE FOR 

INFORMATION. 


